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Who Stands in Your Place?
The law set a certainty for this interest: each holder ascertained on oath. A band list cannot keep it.
The words of the poster, for reading, copying and translating. The companion to Acquired Territory and Exclusive Use and Enjoyment; Book II. The poster is printed by Mohawk’s Printer for Grand River, ISBN to be assigned; its web edition is on the Register’s Poster Wall.
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The poster, A3: two doors; someone in your seat; the certainty the law set; why the harm cannot be undone.
TWO DOORS TO THE SAME TABLE
A band list turns both ways: people come in from other territories, by marriage or a vote or a change of code, and go out to others, by rules a band can change. The Register has one gate: each person proves a line to the three villages and swears to it before a magistrate, the standard the Crown set for this interest in 1796.
SOMEONE IN YOUR SEAT
At the band’s table a stranger sits in your seat and signs a release in your place. At the Register’s, each seat carries its holder’s Record Code, and the seat of the unborn is held for them. No one signs for a seat that is not theirs, and no one alive can sign for the unborn.
THE CERTAINTY THE LAW SET
A ladder of proof: a name on a list; a band’s vote or code; self-identification; documents of descent; sworn before a magistrate; recorded on the Register. Band lists sit at the foot; the posterity is unknown in number because the Crown never ascertained them, and band figures are never to be cited as the posterity.
Simcoe’s Proclamation, 6 April 1796: “such registry has not been generally made; and as it is still necessary to ascertain the persons and families” … all claiming “to ascertain the same upon oath before the magistrates in the michaelmas quarter-sessions”. Those who neglect it “will not be considered as entitled, in this respect, to the benefit”.
WHY THE HARM CANNOT BE UNDONE
A collective claim folds the class into a band; a settlement or release is signed for everyone on the list; strangers are counted in and the holders, the unborn among them, counted out; the interest is given up for ever by those who never held it. The answer the law already gave: ascertain each holder on oath, record them, and deal with no one in their place.
© Mohawk’s Printer for Grand River, 2026, for the Mohawk Nation of Grand River · Grand River Territory, Ohsweken
685f28afad1733fb745f44c54dff61215fc000f5.jpg
MOHAWK NATION OF GRAND RIVER

Who Stands in Your Place?

The law set a certainty for this interest: each holder ascertained on oath. A band list cannot keep it, and what is lost through it cannot be got back.
‘The companion to Acquired Teritory: two doors; the seat at the table; the certainty the law set; why the harm cannot be undone

TWO DOORS TO THE SAME TABLE SOMEONE IN YOUR SEAT
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THE CERTAINTY THE LAW SET WHY THE HARM CANNOT BE UNDONE
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The companion to Acquired Territory and Exclusive Use and Enjoyment; Book IT, The Acquired Territory Doctrine; Book XV, on joining the Register.

“This poster states the Nation's position. Sources: Simcoe’s Proclamation, 6 April 1796; the Haldimand Pledge, 1779, and Proclr s interest, not who is Mohawk.
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