MOHAWK NATION OF GRAND RIVER
Mark of Honour
The Crown’s mark, UE, to every descendant by either sex; the clan, the Mohawk’s own, through the mother alone: two systems, one family.
The words of the poster, for reading, copying and translating. From Book VI of the National Books, Honours, Heraldry and Ceremony. The poster is printed by Mohawk’s Printer for Grand River, ISBN 978-1-0680559-3-5; its web edition is on the Register’s Poster Wall.
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The poster, A3: the family tree from the Loyalist ancestors down, with the mark and the clan drawn through it.
LORD DORCHESTER’S ORDER IN COUNCIL, 9 NOVEMBER 1789
“Those Loyalists who have adhered to the Unity of the Empire, and joined the Royal Standard (in America) before the Treaty of Separation in the year 1783, and all their children and their descendants by either sex, are to be distinguished by the following Capitals, affixed to their names: UE — Alluding to their principle The Unity of the Empire.”
Library and Archives Canada, RG1 L1, vol. 18, p. 110; as transcribed in the Register’s Treaty and Instrument Library.
TWO DISTINCT HEREDITARY SYSTEMS
The clan	the Mohawk’s own, through the mother alone: drawn as the pink line beneath the dashes
The Mark of Honour	the Crown’s, to every descendant by either sex: the gold UE
Indian Act status	set by statute and changing with it: a red ring, before 1985
THE TREE: THE LOYALIST ANCESTORS AND 42 PEOPLE BELOW THEM
At the top stand the Loyalist ancestors, UEL: she pointing to the ground, to the land; he with his arm raised, the Loyalist gesture; beside two banners, the three gold towers of their three villages on the Grand River and the Union flag of 1707, the Crown’s flag in their day; with the record of their adherence beside the first generation.
Follow any line. The pink head passes only through mothers: a man keeps his mother’s clan but cannot pass it on, so on the right the clan stops at the Loyalist ancestors’ son, until, on the far right, a woman who married in brings her own clan. The gold UE passes to every descendant by either sex, and never to one who married in.
A man	
A woman	pink head
Pink dot	in the clan, through the mother
UE	the mark, by either sex
No label	married in
Red ring	Indian Act status, before 1985
THE RECORDS OF A LOYALIST ANCESTOR’S ADHERENCE
Loyalist claims to the Crown after the war	losses suffered for adherence, by name
The Indian Department’s rolls	who was in the King’s service, and where
Brant’s census of 1785	the families settled on the Grand River
The Roll of Known Loyalists	the Nation’s own list, from these
WHO HOLDS THE RIGHT
Each row is a person, and each of the first three columns is a register they might be on: a band list under the Indian Act, a clan, which runs through the mother, and the Nation’s Register of the Loyalist posterity. The last column shows who holds this right. Person B is on no band list and in no clan, and holds it; Person C is on both, and does not. Only the third column decides.
STATUS, LOST AND RESTORED
Red begins below the first generation, for the Indian Act came in 1876. Under it status passed through the father: a woman who married a man without status lost hers, and her children were born without it, losing band membership, reserve land and the inheritance with them. In the last row status returns through the mothers, by Bill C-31, 1985. Through all of it the Mark of Honour, UE, is the unbroken line: the legal inheritance that keeps every descendant connected, by either sex.
Companion posters from Mohawk’s Printer: The Line of Honour, how to climb from you to the Loyalist ancestor; The Three Villages, where the Loyalist ancestors came from. Sources: Lord Dorchester’s Order in Council, 9 November 1789; the Register’s Treaty and Instrument Library. © Mohawk’s Printer for Grand River, 2026, for the Mohawk Nation of Grand River · Grand River Territory, Ohsweken.
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Mark of Honour

“Those Loyalists who have adhered to the Unity of the Empire, and joined the Royal Standard (in America) before the Treaty of Separation in the year 1783,

and all their children and their descendants by either sex, are to be distinguished by the following Capitals, affixed to their names: UE

Alluding to their principle The Unity of the Empire”

Lord Dorchester’s Order in Council, 9 November 1789 - Library and Archives Canada, RG1 L1, vol. 18, p. 110

as transcribed by the United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada
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Red begins below the first generation, for the Indian Act came in 1876; in the last row it returns through the mothers, by Bill C-31, 1985,
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